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thus created under the aegis of English law should, so far as
its assignability is concerned, be governed throughout its
existence by English law. This is not to deny that certain
questions are deterniinable by the proper law of the assign-
ment itself, as for example those concerned with the formal
validity of a particular assignment and arising between the
parties or their representatives. But when the question travels
beyond these boundaries—when, for example, it is denied that
the right is capable of assignment—a solution must obviously
be sought elsewhere. What is more reasonable than to refer to
the law that admittedly continues to govern the subject-matter
of the assignment? One undeniable merit of this is tfiat, where
there have been assignments in different countries, no con-
fusion can arise from a conflict of laws, since all questions are
referred to a single legal system. The same merit is not shared
by the lex situs, since this follows the residence of the debtor
and is not therefore a constant.
Doctrine of    Two illustrations may be given to show that the application
'IVZs- °f t^ie Pr°Per *aw °f the original transaction out of which the
trated debt arose is at least logical.
A policy of life assurance issued by an English company is undeniably
governed by the law of England. Both parties, for instance, contemplate
that the policy may be assigned in any part of the world and that pay-
ment must be made to the assignee no matter where his title was
acquired, but the reasonable inference is that they intend the effect of
the assignment, so far as the liability of the company is concerned, to be
governed by English law.
Again, if an Englishman contracts a debt as the result of the purchase
of goods from another Englishman in London, his obligation, if ex-
panded in words, is to pay not only the seller but also any assignee of the
seller, provided however that the assignment is good by English law.
What governs his liability to the seller must also govern his liability to
any person deriving title from the seller.
In each of these two cases the attention of the debtor, when
he assumes that role, is confined solely to the legal system under
which he contracts the obligation, and the reasonable inference
is that any transfer of the obligation made by the creditor shall
be governed by the law of England as being the legal system to
which the subject-matter of the transfer owes its existence.
Doctrine of Let us turn from the debtor and, taking the test of the
reasonable man, contemplate the attitude of mind of an
assignee. If 5, the debtor under the original transaction from
which the obligation sprang, takes up his residence in Italy,

